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This is our purpose. 

Workers Banne r welcomes your criticism, suggestions and 

contributions. 

To the extent of our resources, Wo rke rs Ba nner will in¬ 
clude news items, articles, letters dealing with 
the class struggle. What*s up in your factory? 

You don't have to agree with us politically to send in 

your contribution. 

Kelp to build a publication for all the oppressed! 

Help to build a revolutionary Marxist party in the U.3! 

Write for, read, spread, subscribe to Workers B a nne r• 

The next issue will have articles on the Icing's visit, 
France, the fight between Morgan and Rockefeller, 
the firing of Litvinov, workers control of prod¬ 
uction . 

But there will always be room for your article. 

If you don't want to send in an article, ask us a ques¬ 
tion - that's what our Question Box is for. 



I would like a bundle of__ copies. 

I wish to subscribe to the Workers .Banner for 
(6 months - 50 Yj 1 year - ?1) _ 


I Name_ 

I 

! Address 




























The Communist Workers Croup is a Marxist group recently ex¬ 
pelled from the Revolutionary Workers League (Righting Worker). Our 
fight for the Marxist line on the questions of Soviet Union, Workers 
Control of Production, and the International Situation resulted in 
our expulsion. This expulsion signified that their revisionist line 
made necessary the exclusion of Marxists from the organization. 

The emancipation of the oppressed of the world can he accomp¬ 
lished only on the basis of a Marxist program and undg| the leader¬ 
ship of a Marxist Party. The Communist Workers C-roup assumes t.h e 
task of elaborating such a program and building the party. Around 
our program we plan to build and strengthen the cadres for a revolu¬ 
tionary Marxist party and a Communist Fourth International. 

Our Program 

The Communist Workers Group reaffirms the fundamental Marxist 
tenets. The main conflict in society today is between the working 
class and capitalist class. This struggle must terminate in the re¬ 
volutionary overthrow of the capitalist system and its state and the 
establishment of a Workers Council (Soviet) Government which will 
carry out an expropriation of the capitalist class, organize prod¬ 
uction for use, and provide the fullest democracy for the working 
class. 

United States imperialism, driven by its contradictions, will 
attempt to reorganize the world under 'its hegemony (mainly at the 
expense of its main imperialist rival, England) by imperialist war. 
We fight against imperialist war and when it is declared we fight to 
turn it into a civil war. We fight for the defeat of ''our' 1 . govern¬ 
ment even if it means the victory of the 11 enemy" imperialist, be 
support colonial revolutions and wax's of colonial liberation as part 
of our task to overthrow US and world imperialism. 

The world imperialists’ schemes against the First Workers btate 
must be defeated. The Soviet Union must be_defended by the interna¬ 
tional working class. The class relations in the Soviet Union - tie 
reformist line of the Stalinists and the infiltration oi the bourge¬ 
ois stratum to the extent where they dominate in the top committees 
and non-mass organizations of the state - make necessary_a condi¬ 
tional defense. The working class must not give its aid to tne 
treacherous Stalinists and bourgeois stratum in the top committees • 
International working class aid must go to the Soviet workers - 
first to build a new Marxist party in the Soviet Union, second 
give aid to workers' organizations in struggle. 
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B uild The Marxist Part y! 

To accomplish, this a revolutionary Marxist Party is needed. 
The working class cannot sieze and hold power without the leadership 
of the Party. The party acts as the vanguard of the working class 
and is composed of its most advanced and best members. It repres¬ 
ents the historical experience and scientific knowledge of the work¬ 
ing class. This vanguard is not something created for the workers 
by the intellectuals and a few advanced workers. It is created by 
the working cls.ss in the process of the class struggle. It leads 
not only in the overthrow of capitalism and the building of the 
classless society but also in the daily struggles of the workers, 
educating them in struggle and winning them over to its revolutiona¬ 
ry line. 


Propaganda Group - Mass Orientation 

To build such a party, the Communist Workers Group will work as 
a propaganda group with a mass orientation. ' The burning need of the 
day is the revolutionary Marxist party and such a party can only be 
built by consolidating cadres on a positive Marxist line against ca¬ 
pitalism and for Communism. To this end ? we make the most thoro an¬ 
alysis of the problems facing the working class, pointing the road 
ahead for the class and for ourselves. To the extent of our forces, 
we carry this line into action. 

We hold that there can be only one Marxist program'for’the wor¬ 
king class and therefore only one Marxist organization. The reform¬ 
ist and centrist organizations mislead the working class and act ob¬ 
jectively in the interest of the capitalist class. To accomplish 
our historic task the political and organizational independence of 
the Marxist force from reformists and centrists, is a prerequisite. 


For A Co mmunis t F our th Intern ationa li’ 

The Communist Workers Group stands on the line of the first and 
second conventions of the Revolutionary Workers League (which in¬ 
cludes endorsement of the line of the first four congresses oi the 
Communist International) and the minority positions presented.to the 
third RWL convention. As rapidly as possible, we will publish all 
our documents and positions. 


Comrades and fellow-workers, the building of a Marxist party & 
a Communist Fourth International, the overthrow of US.and world imp¬ 
erialism call for the united efforts of all revolutionists. Break 
with the revisionists of all shades! Unite with the Marxists! 



» 
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THE ROBBER GANGS LINE UP 


Today the pulse of the world throbs to the beat of the wardrum. 
On the American scene as elsewhere, opinions, policies, actions are 
based on the menace of war* On the one hand, the believer in ‘'coll¬ 
ective security" demands the crushing of the Axis Powers before they 
grow too great? and on the other, the isolationist calls to let 
sleeping dogs lie, and not to draw down the wrath of the terrible 
dictators. These two policies agree on immediate internal war pol¬ 
icy, and have a common basis. The "collective security"valid "isola¬ 
tionist" groups differ only in how best to make gains out of the 
coming war. Despite their snarls, the New York "News" and the Chic¬ 
ago "Tribune" are falling intoistep behind the fife-and-drum. 

Current view of the world situation was expressed by Zog I, late 
ruler of the late Albania: "There are in Europe two madmen. 
Hitler and Mussolini, And there are in Europe two damn fools, Cham¬ 
berlain and Daladier," Only Washington dares to criticize and pro¬ 
test. A more ridiculous picture would be hard to imagine. 

Meanwhile, facts leak out which puncture this myth. "Colliers" 
a standard war-drummer, lets down the bars to reveal that on the 
Yangtse patrol, the Russian flyer 3 -in-training make hash out of the 
finest aviation and battle-cruisers of Japan. "Ken" admits in an 
unguarded moment that Germany's armada of fighting planes is a myths 
under Hitler’s specifications, every pilot trained would use up a 
minimum of 3 planes in training alone. 

London. And New York Decide 

Yet the armies rally and the war preparations advance. To know 
the bree der s of war, look to those who are in a position to_ wage, if* 
Look to those who have world belt 3 of military bases, world-girdling 
financial systems, whose currencies shake the world market. It is 
in London and New York that the last word is said for the seizure ox 
Kernel and Albania. 

The taking-over of Memel and Albania and the approaching cap- 
ture of Danzig have been played up for a purpose. In actuality, tae 
autonomous city of Danzig and the semi-autonomous city of kernel have 
been under local Nazi control for years? Albania has been in Italy s 
hands since ■ the 1920’s. Zog was made president and later King oy 
Italy just as certainly as he was dethroned by her. As an aftermath 
of the first important concessions ? and a prelude to later events, 
consolidation of previous conquests is taking place. 

In 1933, Marxists pointed out the importance to England of a 
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German alliance* Since the days of Versailles, there has heen a 
school of opposition thought in England in favor of organizing Eur¬ 
ope thru Germany instead of thru France. Britain, once solidly han¬ 
king France in Mitteleuropa, has heen forced to make concessions to 
the rival school. But not merely to placate Hitler; Hitler received 
Czechoslovakia, hut at the cost of financing the conquests. Only a, 
world financial capital could support such a job. 


Roosevelt - Hitler Skit 


Germany must expand to live. To guarantee peace to the Balkan 
states means stopping the expansion drive eastward; means planning 
expansion at the expense of the, empires of England and France* This 
is precisely wliat U.S. imperialism wants - to use Germany against 
Great Britain. Roosevelt*s open letter to Hitler asking him to as¬ 
sure the Balkan and Central European countries of.peace was an invi¬ 
tation to follow this course. The anti -German drive of U.S. imperi¬ 


alism is to put pressure to accomplish this. (Again, Wall 
''economic might makes it possible to cloak its war maneuvers 
cifist trappings.) 


Street 1 
with p 


D 


Hitler’s scornful reply indicated clearly that German imperial¬ 
ism preferred her Munich arrangements with Great Britain. At Munich 
England succeeded in lining up Germany as against the U.S. Germ¬ 
any’s drive for more concessions has naturally continued and will 
always do so - hut now it is on the basis of the Munich agreements, 
to raise the price for the next steps toward Great Britain’s goal, 
a four-power bloc of Italy, Germany and France under England’s_lead¬ 
ership. The Roosevelt-Hitler skit indicates that U.S. imperialism 
has been unable to force Germany into a re-alignment. 


The attempt of Britain to counter Germany and force her into a 
four-power bloc offers the U.S. another opportunity to strike at 
Great Britain. To carry this out, U.S. imperialism must work - 
largely under cover - to get the Soviet Union to buy "peace" with 
Germany and thus direct Germany’s attention toward.the Dardanelles, 
or if this is impossible, push the price of an English-Russian "non¬ 
aggression" pact as high as p ssible for England. 


Litvinov Removal Step To Germany 

The removal of Litvinov from the post of Commissar of Foreign 
Affairs was hailed in Germany as a step toward friendlier relations 
with the Third Reich. Following this, the directors of foreign pol¬ 
icy in the Soviet Union laid down the basis of "reciprocity" on 
which they would join with France and England to "stop aggression". 


This policy of "reciprocity" means pledges by England and 
France to come to Russia’s aid against Germany. Suoh policy is in 
direct conflict with England’s aim of a four-power bloc against the 
Soviet Union and the United States. It would mean annulment of the 
agreements made at Munich. 
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Germany, having put forward her demands for Danzig and a high¬ 
way thru "the Polish corridor, sits relatively quiet while England 
attempts to utilize Russia* ' The U C S* works "behind the scenes to 
"block Anglo-Eussian agreement and further German-Russian agreement 
as a blow against England. 

England's four-power bloc policy bars a serious military alli.~ 
ance against Germany such as Russia demands in return for guarantee¬ 
ing Poland* Unless the Soviet Union oapitulates completely to Eng¬ 
lish imperialism, we can expect that Germany we can expect that Ger¬ 
many will get her demands. 


U.S. And England Wrestle 

The line of the two major powei's is clear * Britain is buying 
allies on ' the one hand, and staving off proletarian revolution on 
the other. Japan, at the one extreme, is practically on the point 
of collapse? she receives huge indigestible masses of China* Germa¬ 
ny, onoe UcS.-controlled, has a troublesome leaning toward Wall St.; 
she is bribed off with Austria and Bohemia. But Italy is - for the 
moment - fairly stable o,nd fairly safe. So let Mussolini shout, 
“Tunisia and Corsica"; he gets Albania - which he already had; and a 
small share in the loot of stricken Spain. 

The United States counters England - but within limits* Sue 
had, in the last analysis, to stand back from China and the Czechs* 
For economic collapse and proletarian revolution in Japan or Germany 
would menace "Wall Street too; and strong defense in China or Bohemia 
could lead to proletarian revolution there. But essentially EUR 
works to force each struggle past England's limits, to make the 
transfer as hard as possible,, to put the heat on the weakest links* 

The U.S.'s work is further hampered by realignments within th e 
bourgeoisie in preparation for 1940. The ".isolationist" school i s 
for war; they line up with Roosevelt on the naval program, and w e 
have the word of U.S Admirals that the navy is a weapon of. off- 
ease* But they have ties with Germany and hope to gain her without 
Roosevelt's “strongarm" methods in South America. They wish time to 
break off ties of some units with Britain. Above all, they fear 
that the loot of an EDR war would go to villains of Standard Oil in¬ 
stead of the,/ deserving poor of M" Cormick and Mellon. They object to 
the “war talk" and not the concrete war drive in the shipyards a. n d 
factories. 

Drive Against The Soviets 

And with every step, the crisis approaches. .England’s dream of 
a united Europe against the West and the invariable US goal of. a 
Germany- Soviet Union alliance both hinge on the same. key.point. The 
Soviets must be destroyed. Whether they work to it via England’s 
attempt to re-establish the "cordon sanitaire" or via the.U.S. s 
gradual anuroaoh, the Ukraine is the gateway to war. Crisis will 
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succeed crisis in Eastern Europe until the hey is turned in th e 
lock - or until, lock, stock, and barrel the imperialist schemes are 
smashed. 

For the Soviet Union is dynamite to the imperialists. The wor¬ 
king class has shown power everywhere. It is the'toilers of China 
who make up the real resistance to Japan. It took three long y'ears 
for the imperialists to smash the resistance in Spain. When Hitler 
took Prague, revolution was staved off by a hair's breadth, and from 
Czechoslovakia and Austria, small fighting groups of trained revolu¬ 
tionists are springing up in the "unshakeable German Empire". But 
the Soviet Union is the workers state. Let the Stalinist Interna¬ 
tional betray? there are men in the shops who have seen October. The 
ranks of the army are filled with those who know their strength. 

Sot 'without titanic struggle will the borders of the Soviet 
Union be breached. And that struggle will unleash further struggle. 
It is in the mines and mills of the world that the final answer will 
be given to the imperialists. 

What can we do against the war? We can strengthen the militant 
workers of every area, expose to them the Syrovys and Benes who be¬ 
tray them. We can fight the joint war drive of Roosevelt and his 
opponents here at home. We can expose at every turn the "democrat¬ 
ic" demagogy of the "anti-fascists" - Roosevelt declaiming ag¬ 
ainst Hitler and arming against Britain, and Britain denouncing Naz¬ 
ism and arming against the United States. That way lies success*. 


JEWS DEMONSTRATE IN PALESTINE 

In Jerusalem, 175,000 Jew's marched in protest and 5000 attacked 
the district commissioner's office and fought the police for hours. 
The demonstration was caused by British decision to establish in the 
next ten years an "independent" state in which the ratio of Jews to 
Arabs would never exceed 40 to 60, 

The purely nationalist character of Arab and Jewish movements 
enabled Britain to use Jew and Arab against each other and prevent a 
unified movement against British imperialism. This policy permitted 
other imperialists to use the Arab movement. The U.S. in its strug¬ 
gle against England could use this possibility to destroy Britain * s 
oontrol, Italy and Germany have used it to put pressure on England. 

Concessions to the Arabs were forced by risings and demonstra - 
tions against the Jews. But neither the Zionist capitalist leaders, 
nor the nationalist Arab landowners can win national liberation. On¬ 
ly the proletarian revolution - driving out all imperialists, ending 
exploitation of both Jew and Arab - can solve the problems of J t h e 
Hear East. Jewish and Arab workers must unite on a Marxist program 
to fight for a Union of Hear East Soviet Republics. 




WORKERS BANNER- 


P. 7 





RELATIONS 


N TH5: 



The unprecedented decay of world capitalism has increased to 
a new high the fundamental atangonism facing civilization today 
the mortal combat between dying world capitalism and the October 
Revolution (Socialism), The correct evaluation of the situation in 
the Soviet Union, existing as the most advanced concrete aspect of 
the World October, becomes the touchstone for a Marxist program. 
The course of events of the past few years, both domestic and for¬ 
eign, has caused the widest confusion and has given rise to rationa¬ 
lized "logic" completely foreign to Marxism, New defeats of the in¬ 
ternational proletariat, plus the fact that capitalist counter-revo¬ 
lution is on the order of the day, demand more than ever before, not 
only clarity, but also a correct guide to action. It is necessary , 
first to state what exists in order that the proletariat in its day 
to day struggle will be able to understand what it is doing and why, 

1917 found capitalist Russia the weakest link in the capitalist 
chain. Under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party, the proletariat 
in alliance with the petty bourgeoisie seized po.w er. The proletar¬ 
iat in power smashed the capitalist state, nationalised industry , 
banking, land, and foreign trade. Control over the means of produc¬ 
tion was placed in the hands cf the state thru workers councils* ' In 
the place of the overthrown state, the Dictatorship of the Proletar¬ 
iat established the soviet form of government, which allowed the 
greatest democracy for the widest masses. 

Prelude To World Revolution 

Power did not merely fall into the lap of the Russian workers. 
Capitalism fought the new society every inch of the way. The armed 
people met the resistance of their enemies heroically, and continued 
to meet it with the extension of their armed might. The revolution 
was not considered by its organizers as an end in itself. It was 
the precursor of the social revolution in the west and east. With 
this as the determining factor the domestic and foreign polciy of 
the country was formed accordingly. 

The backwardness of Russia combined with the defeats of the so¬ 
cial revolution in the west placed a tremendous strain on the Russi¬ 
an masses, and laid the basis for revisionism to grow and for bour¬ 
geois elements to gain new foot-holds. But despite the adverse con¬ 
ditions and an unfavorable objective situation, planned economy and 
socialized means of production conclusively established its superi¬ 
ority over anarchic capitalist economy. 

As the Soviet Union proceeded to industrialization its depend- 







ence on the world economy increased relatively, thereby exploding 
the Stalinist concept of "socialism in one country". In the whole 
period since 1923 Stalinism betrayed one revolution after another, 
carrying to its logical conclusion the reactionary theory of nation¬ 
al socialism. What Stalinims refused to understand was that every 
defeat of the world proletariat was a defeat for the Soviet Union 
politically, socially, economically. 

luring the period - a decade ago - of the partial stabilizati¬ 
on of world capitalism, Stalinist policy zig-zagged, bending to the 
pressure of the contending classes while it consolidated its own • 
power with the extension of the bureaucracy to complete domnation in 
every organ of the Soviet Union. Internally, physical liquidation 
of the kulaks replaced the policy of encouraging their growth; ad¬ 
venturistic industrialism which achieved notable successes in heavy 
industries in spite of the Stalinists; and the political victory of 
the apparatus by the deportation of the Marxists (grouped around the 
Left Opposition) from the organizations of the workers and from the 
country itself. Externally, the "third period" of "social fascism", 
united front from belov/, and red trade unionism. 

Growth Of Capitalist Elements 

The continued growth of the bureaucracy coupled with the new 
and greater concessions to the bourgeoisie allowed capitalist elem¬ 
ents to honeycomb the soviet apparatus in every sphere of life. The 
political infiltration of 'these elements was made.possible by the 
serious breaches that capitalism made in the soicalist property re¬ 
lations. More and more within the soviet forms the bourgeoisie de¬ 
veloped their state apparatus, until recently the new constitution 
gave the legal rubber-stamp for the liquidation of the soviets and 
the establishment of the capitalist parliamentary form. As early as 
1931, the workers militia police forces were replaced by a permanent 
police force- patterned after bourgeois civil service types.. Bank 
was revived in the military forces, and the powers of the.committees 
of soldiers and sailors were clipped bald. White Guardists, Bla-k 
Hundred and other bourgeois agents were placed in dominant positions 
of the GPU, armed forces,/and the judiciary. On the basis of these 
advances, Stalinism we hr thru the metamorphasis from.bureaucrat¬ 
ic centrism, here and there resisting the attacks of capitalism, uo 
reformism. And there-by acted as the direct tool for imperialism, 

For some time the elements of dual power have existed. During 
the whole process, Stalinism and the bourgeoisie supplement each o- 
ther; altho, in the counter-revolution, capitalism will destroy Sta¬ 
linism together with the revolutionists, just as the fascists annih¬ 
ilate the social reformists who pave the way for fascism. The bour¬ 
geois force has accumulated tremendous power in its hands, but n</t 
sufficient yet to make a bid for complete power. Where it can, it 
acts independently in its own class interests, and elsewhere it uses 
Stalinism to the same end. The bourgeoisie was able to make i-s 
best progress in the non-mass organizations of the USSR - the 
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the judiciary, etc. In* these sections of the apparatus they met 
with very little resistance from the soviet masses. 

Roots Of The "Purges 11 

The roots of the "purges''' in the Soviet Union are found in this 
relation of class forces. The bourgeois stratum, having worked it¬ 
self into the GPU, prosecutor's office, judiciary, etc., now uses 
these institutions to purge the rest and increase their influence. 
The Stalinists, having their base in the workers state, are unsuita¬ 
ble for the counter-revolutionary overthrow planned by the bourgeois 
stratum. To the extent that capitalism has its direct agents in 
strategic positions, it can sabotage more effectively the 2 bulwarks 
of the workers state - planned production and military defense. 

With the purge of the old Stalinist admiralty and its passing 
into the hands of the counter-revolution, for example, the naval 
policy of defense inaugurated by the Bolsheviks was changed to one 
of offense. Lack of technical resources and of ports makes it im¬ 
possible for the Soviet Union to develop an offensive (dreadnaugh*) 
type) navy large enough to be anything but an adjunct to the navy of 
a large power. Such a type of navy makes naval defense impossible. 
Despite their warping and the bourgeois oontrol of the officers 
corps, the army and navy remain an instrument of the workers. Their 
tradition and the fact that they haven't been used against the prol¬ 
etariat are determining factors. 

Stalinism in the past was burooratic centrism. Its form was 
determined by its burooratic control of a proletarian dictatorship. 
This gave it tremendous power to smash into enemies on the right 
without putting the masses into motion. Characteristic of centrism, 
Stalinism moved to the right under the stronger bourgeois pressure. 
With the "fourth period" line of complete support to the bourgeoisie 
Stalinism became social reformism. 

Social Reformism in the USSR 

In capitalist countries social reformism justifies its support 
of the bourgeoisie with the theory of the lesser evil. In the Sovi¬ 
et Union, collaboration and capitulation to the bourgeoisie is cov¬ 
ered up by the bombastic statement that socialism has been achieved. 
Continued treacheries have strengthened the bourgeois force to the 
extent where it has removed the soviets etc. Resisting it today 
calls for reviving the soviets, arming the proletariat, explaining 
the mess of lies which enabled the bourgeoisie to entrench^itself 
under cover of darkness. But such actions would lead to tne de¬ 
struction of Stalinism. Just as centrism in the USSR was unusually 
bold, now reformism is unusually cowardly and capitulatory. 

On this basis the incredible "confessions" in the public trials 
can be understood. The defendants could give a complete explanation 
of their course and expose the hard-pressed Stalinists to the wrath 
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of the proletariat and weaken the Stalinists. Or, they could "con¬ 
fess , taking a-ul the crimes onto their own shoulders as individuals. 
In either case doom was almost inevitable and they doubtless figured 
their best chance was to rely oh Stalinism to save them. 


Other Explanations 

Other explanations of the trials crumble from the weight of 
their own contradictions. To say that they represent a clique fight 
among the Stalinists does not explain the one-sidedness of these 
purges and lack of resistance. It cannot be a struggle over foreign 
policies for the agents of foreign imperialism and their supporters 
c £^ d S2 15 „ brln G tlle inter-imperialist conflicts to such a height 
while the Russian proletariat remains in power. The Stalinists are 
not purging counter-revolutionaries - social reformism (as in Germ- 
any is incapable of such revolutionary vigilance. Stalin is not 
ln S Off j, 03 bMq competitors - the Stalinist apparatus would not 
aXlov\r itself to be decimated because of the whims of one man. 


vorld proletariat must undertake the defense of these vio- 
?, lms ? f l hc bourgeois stratum, just as we defend the labor skates of 
the trade unions from the attacks of the capitalist state. This is 
hie_exact opposite, however, of defending the imprisoned Mensheviks, 
.oocial Revolutionaries, etc. These gentlemen were imprisoned by the 
proletariat for their counter-revolutionary activity. The Stalinist 
defendants, on the other hand, are on trial because they hold places 
in the workers state which the bourgeois stratum wi 3 h.es to seize. 


Still A Workers Stat 0 


Despite its warpings and the growth of the bourgeois stratum , 
to positions of dominance, the USSR remains a workers state and will 
so remain until such time as the bourgeoisie is able to cone out 
openly and breach the property relations in such a way that bourge¬ 
ois economy will inevitably become the dominant economy. Before, 
during, or after this step, the bourgeois force must destroy every 
type of workers organization by a counter~revo Tout ionary terror which 
will make Hitler and Mussolini look like chocolate soldiers. 

The world proletariat must come to the defense of the October 
Revolution by helping to build a new Marxist party, section of the 
Communist Fourth International, in the Soviet Union. In case of im¬ 
perialist attack, the territory of the Soviet Union must bo defended 
by sending aid to the Marxist forces and to the workers in struggle 
- not to the top committees of Stalinists and bourgeois elements. 
As always, the best defense of the Soviet Union from imperialists 
without and counter-revolution within is the extension of the Octo¬ 
ber Revolution internationally and the overthrow of world imperial¬ 
ism by the working class of the world. 
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Hay 17 — TTae coal miners’ demands as stated by the Lewis machine in 
the UEFA, is for a closed shop for the UMWA or the abolition of the 
"impartial” penalty clause in the old contract, which provides for a 
fine on strikes and lockouts in violation of the contract. 

On the basis of these meager demands, Roosevelt has insisted 
that the differences between operators and miners were very small, 
and has ordered immediate settlement. In order to get mass support 
for this anti-strike move the capitalists have set their "education¬ 
al” machinery into motion. The workers are told of the hardship 
they will endure because of idle industries, utilities, etc. The 
middle class is being aroused to vigilantism against the "uncivic” 
miners. Governor Chandler of Kentucky has already called out 900 
guardsmen to break the strike in Harlan County, 

The labor skates of UEFA and Ai'L-PEIA are competing with.each 
other in order to curry favor with the bosses* The demands of indu¬ 
stry at the turn of the century and during the war caused a great 
espansion of the coal industry. Since then, the eoal industry has 
not only suffered from the general crisis of capitalism, but also 
from its own peculiar problems. Electricity, petroleum, the gaso¬ 
line and Diesel engine, auto transportation - all these factors have 
eliminated a large demand for coal. The economic strength of the 
coal miners lies in their strategic ability to hold up the whole of 
industrial production. It does not basically consist in their abil¬ 
ity to tie up the coal industry alone. Lev/is’ settlement with 16 
out of the 21 coal associations removes this threat of a coal famine 
and allows the capitalists to concentrate on smashing one section of 
the union as a prelude to smashing the whole, 

Hationalization - Capitalist Trick 

The operators may attempt to crawl out from under and appeal to 
the government for nationalisation. This v;ould be to the interests 
of the capitalist class. The U.S. war plans make nationalisation 
very likely because of the importance of coal for chemistry, and as 
a fuel. The government, working in the interests of the coal opera¬ 
tors, will push the miners conditions down to rock bottom. 

The needs of the miners ares a) formation of local strike com¬ 
mittees which, will elect a national committee to lead the strike 
and handle negotiations; b) a determined struggle for the closed 
shop on a national scale; c) forcing the operators to open the books 
and to keep the mines going the year round? d) the unification of 

(Continued on page 17) 















Chicago's Mayor Kelly of Republic Steel fame ran for re-elec¬ 
tion as a "friend of labor", even apologising for the Memorial Day 
massacre of striking workers in 1937, Capitalist- agencies heralded 
him as the "progressive" candidate, and all their bootlickers in the 
ranks of the working class loudly echoed. Immediately after his re- 
election, the Teamsters and Chauffeurs Union at Wieboldt's Depart¬ 
ment store went on strike. "Priend of Labor" Kelly's police were on 
the spot, relieving the private gunmen, to "protect" Wieboldt's 
trucks against the strikers. Those workers who supported Kelly und¬ 
er the influence of their misieaders, should learn that a capitalist 
politician doesn't change his spots. 


Dear Editor: 

In a recent conversation I had with one of the employees of the 
Wieboldt stores regarding the role they are playing in the.strike of 
the truckmen, X find that they are hindering the possibility of a 
quick settlement and assisting the reign of terror and bloodshed in 
Chicago and area. The conversation ran as follows: 

Employment Bureau member:- "How would you like to make $15 a 
day? We could use bright young men to drive our trucks and assist 
our truck drivers, and of course protect the trucks and property." 

Salesmans- "In other words, you want to hire me as a scab." 

Empl. Bur. members- "That's a very nasty word, but of course 
we want men who don't believe in unions and are willing to protect 
our company against the union." 

Salesmans- "You mean you want men who dcn[t care how they get 
some money. Any worker who would sell his services.to the capital¬ 
ists to fight against his brothers deserves the beating which is in¬ 
evitably his. If the workers would unite to fight the bosses, the 
standard of wages would be more to their liking. If the capitalists 
couldn't get anyone to do the dirty work, they'd have to concede." 

Empl. Bur. member:- "Well, I won't waste my time talking to a 
union man. We, that is, my organization and I, must defeat any at¬ 
tempt at unionization." 

Salesman:- "You yourself will' some day come to the side of the 
workers. At present, you are smug in the thought of your job, but 
the time will come when you, too, will be fired for 'incompetency , 
or 'old age', and where, then, little man?" 

Shoe Salesman, May 3, 1939 
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VJork- Relief P]°yWA n t 


In Flint, City Manager James R» Pollock announced that he fav¬ 
ored ousting "all shirkers and agitators" from VPA projects. The 
answer of the Flint workers v/as a demonstration of 600 on April 24th 
demanding Pollock’s resignation. In this situation we find most of 
the problems facing the jobless of the United States. 

Pollook’s statement was prompted by the national drive being 
conducted against WPA by the Roosevelt administration. They aim to 
reduce the WPA rolls nationally from 3 to 2 million. Immediately 
following the Congressional by-election of last fall, steps were ta¬ 
ken and plans laid to cut down on the WPA. 

The course of the put in Chicago gives a representative picture 
of how it was effected. Immediately following the elections, the 
policy was instituted of not making any' re-assignments of 403ed wor¬ 
kers. As a result, the Illinois WPA pay-roll which had jumped just 
before the elections from 14 million dollars to 19 million was cut 
to 15 million dollars for lovember and went consistently down 
thereafter. 

Roosevelt’s proposal in January meant still further reduction* 
From November to January the number of jobs was reduced by 350,000? 
the amount proposed by FDR meant an additional reduction of 300,000 
by June. Congress slashed the proposed appropi'iation, cutting off 
another 400,000 jobs. Altogether, the number of jobs was to be re¬ 
duced from 3,350,000 at the time of the 1938 Congressional elections 
to 2,300,000 by the end of June ’39. These plans were qualified so 
that the major lay-offs were postponed until the present. 

Firing Of Kon-citizens 

Firing of all non-citizens provided another_method of cutting 
down the rolls. This was utilized locally in Chicago to throw oif 
the rolls all those who couldn’t vote, and to assign their jobs to 
voters. The firing and assigning was carried out in March so that 
it would serve the Kelly machine in the April 4th mayoralty elec¬ 
tions* The workers thus assigned for political purposes are now due 
to lose their WPA jobs in the general cuts coming in May and June. 

The relief budget for the fiscal year 1939-40 proposed by the 
President is planned to "stabilize" the WPA at the reduced levels a- 
chieved by the cuts. A total relief budget of $>l,752,u00,000 is 
proposed - #1,447,000,000 for WPA and 275 million for direct relief 
grants to the states. This will mean about 2,000,000 WPA jobs 
nationally. . 








P. 14 



This 

drive 

class 

is 

part 

for 

war# 

The i 

cause 

of 

the 

exist 

only in 


■worke: 


IS BARKER 


A1Q U UUt/ J. 'w J- kj v vaov* uw vw -- - w 

of the general program of US imperialism to prepare 
government apologists claim the cut is being made be- 
’'business upturn". This "business upturn" appears to 
the minds of the government officials. In Chicago, 
one out of' five is receiving some form of relief. Much the same si* 
tuation prevails nationally. The only "upturn" is in the war indus¬ 
tries which are being subsidized by the government arms appropria¬ 
tions. For example, the ship yards report orders for the 'ooming 
five years. 

Burden Of War On Wor kers 

Outlawing the sit-down strike, moves to tie the class-collabor* 
ation union leaders and the workers under their control to the state 
thru the Rational Labor Boards? constant increase of the armed for¬ 
ces? registration of the working class thru the Social Security sys¬ 
tem; the attempt to rally the Latin American countries behind the US 
war plans? constantly increasing speed-up and exploitation --an 
these show that the US imperialists are preparing for war and shov- 
the burden of their preparations onto the working class. «itn 
agency being utilized in the US war plans, with a concerted 
against the workers’ standards in order to shift off to them 
costs and "solve" capitalist contradictions at their expense 
and relief reductions are seen as part of a general plan. 


mg 
every 
drive 
the war 
the WPA 


How can the workers on WPA and relief answer the 
their standards? An analysis of the character of WPA and 
lief makes the answer self-evident. 


attacks on 
direct re¬ 


in the present decay stage of capitalism, with the rate of P^o- 
fit falling both relatively and absolutely, it is impossible :;rior 
the economic system to reabsorb the unemployed masses. The niiua 
struggles of the unemployed on a national scale forced the govern¬ 
ment"^ organize work-relief and take over the administration of di¬ 
rect relief. The aim was to restore class peace, but it 
a gain to the Working class in that it provided a "stable income 
not°subject to the whims of the local relief officers_and for the ma 
jority of cases gave the worker more than he was getting on relief. 

" Divide And Rule " 

At first, the work-relief system gave more to the workers than 
it does today. The Administration, objectively aided by the dec m- 
ing influence of the unemployed organizations, has lowered the mini¬ 
mum-wages, changed-fr©*: a "security" monthly wage to an-hourly rate, 
and generally attempted to reduce the standards of the workers. 

The work-relief programs have been used by the Administration 
to split the workers up.' Relief has been lowered as well as worx- 
relief standards and every attempt made to utilize WPA to create d» 
visions among the jobless workers. The government has utilized tne 
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self-same policy that private industry used with the AE of L» " Whe 
capitalists thru their agents in labor's ranks used the workers' 
gains to build up an aristocracracy of labor and counterpose its inf 
erests to the mass of semi-skilled and unskilled labor# Revolution¬ 
ists seek not to abolish the gains made by the craft unions, but to 
organize the mass, including the craftsmen, and raise the standards 
of all. so with WPA, our aim is to fight to overcome the capitalist 
attempts to divide and rule not by abolishing WPA or allowing tie 
capitalists to do so, but by organizing the jobless and fighting for 
trade union wages and an extension of WPA together with adequate 
relief# 


Unemployment Insoluble Under Capitalism 


The ending of unemployment is impossible under capitalism. The 
mass of jobless exists precisely because the capitalist system in 
decay has no use for them. They are kept from starvation by the ca¬ 
pitalist state only because of the revolutionary political conse¬ 
quences such mass starvation would bring* The struggle of the unem¬ 
ployed worker for a crust of bread is therefore basically a struggle 
against the whole system. As a result, only a class struggle line 
based on a fight against the system as a whole can give any perspec¬ 
tive or answer for the unemployed. Unemployed organizations on such 
a line can lead the day-to-day struggles,_educate the workers and 
serve as a recruiting ground for the revolutionary Marxist party. 

The only solution for unemployment is the overthrow of the cap¬ 
italist system by the employed and unemployed workers together under 
the leadership of a revolutionary Marxist party. 

Strike Policy In WPA 

In private industry, the keystone of strike policy is to stop 
the production of value and all income of the capitalist. WPA, how¬ 
ever, is not primarily a value-producing outfit. The reason for its 
existence is to keep the workers quiet. It is more_and_more produc¬ 
ing values - airports, streets, sewers, etc. - but it is secondary# 
Government engineers recently reported to the Congressional WPA in¬ 
vestigating committee that WPA construction costs. iH Ifew York wore 2 
and one-half times the cost of identical jobs let out to contractois 
It flows from this that a WPA strike must be primarily a mass demon¬ 
stration. Stoppage of production is important but it is obvious 
from the double expense of WPA building that production is not the 
primary point. The government is mainly interested in maintaining 
class peace and not "public improvements''. 

To lead the struggles of the jobless, an organization function¬ 
ing on a class struggle line is needed. The various local attempts 
of AF of L unions to organize Y/PA or to force employment of uniom 
men have proved this in a negative sense many times. 

Also the CIO WPA organizations in Detroit, where the class col- 
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laboration union leaders "organized" the WPA and took upon them- 
p e-vea the task of applying the WPA certification requirements. In 
o;c.b.er words, the class-collaborationists, as in Detroit, undertook 
to do the dirty work for WPA by undertaking to subject the workers 
to the government requirements and turn away those not elegible. 

Workers Want To Strugg le 

The April 24th Flint demonstration shows the readiness of the 
workers to struggle against the present cuts and miserable relief 
conditions. The Flint workers have also grasped the necessity for 
militant protest. The weakness lies in the class-collaboration lea¬ 
dership which corrals the protest into channels safe for the bosses. 

The Workers Alliance of America gives the best example of class 
collaboration in action. In its December 22, 1938 National Bulletin 
under the heading, "How shall We Get These Demands?" we "find - "7T.T 
the time has come for us to mobilize the most far-reaching concerted 
pressure upon Congress. Eow can we do this? The January 28th par¬ 
ades in every city "For Jobs And Recovery" is the biggest answer." 
The _WAA has subordinated the struggle for more bread at the relief 
stations and on the projects to a parlimentary "fight" for more re¬ 
lief appropriation by the boss state. This policy, prescribed by 
the Communist Party, has led it to put its energies into election 
support of "progressive" Democrats such as Mayor (Republic Steel 
Massacre) , Kelly of Chicago, President (Biggest Navy in the World) 
Roosevelt, etc. 

It is undoubtedly necessary to put pressure on the boss state 
for more relief. But this must be done not by writing to Congress 
or parading for its benefit but by fighting at the relief stations 
and on.the projects for more relief, better standards, no lay-offs, 
etc. Militant struggles and demonstrations are the only way to con¬ 
vince the boss state that more relief funds are necessary. 

New Unemployed Organization 

There is now no unemployed organization on a national scale of 
a class struggle character. The rightward course of the WAA has re¬ 
sulted in a number of splits. Most of these hold little promise of 
developing class struggle organizations. The Rourke outfit in Mew 
York and neighboring cities showed itself to be also on a class-col¬ 
laboration program. The same of the Illinois split led by the Soci¬ 
alist McCullough. Small independent groups functioning on a class 
struggle line do exist but with practically no connection. 

The Communist Workers Group will work in the unemiDloyed field 
to build a national unemployed organization with class struggle pol¬ 
icies. Education on the causes of unemployment, the fight for work 
ers control of relief funds, for adequate relief, for trade union 
conditions and extension of WPA, for the day-to-day demands must be 
the program of 3uch an organization. 
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The only final solution for unemployment, however, is the over¬ 
throw of the capitalist system and the organization of production 
for use under a Workers Council Government* This struggle must he 
led by a revolutionary Marxist party* The employed workers must 
take the lead in the struggle for they hold the key position in the 
capitalist productive machine. The answer to unemployment, there¬ 
fore, is the building of a revolutionary Marxist party rooted in the 
struggles of the class. The Communist Workers Group sets this as 
its primary task. 

This policy must embrace employed and unemployed workers alike, 
Mot only must the jobless on direct and work relief be unified in a 
fighting organization but their struggles must be coordinated with 
those of the workers in private industry. By support of each others 
struggles, by joint struggles to eliminate government undercutting 
Of union standards, the division between the working and jobless 
workers can be bridged and unity in the struggle against the class 
enemy be achieved. 


EARLAM MISERS FACE TERROR 
(Continued from page 11) 


the two miners unions in a national miners industrial union with a 
class struggle policy. 

Steps toward this are steps toward workers power because the 
coal industry is so "sick" that it cannot afford to.give,concessions 
and still run at a profit. These steps cannot be maintained in> the. 
coal industry alone? the contradictions of the coal and other indus¬ 
tries can only be ironed out under a workers council government. 
The workers will be forced in a prolonged struggle to take over the 
mines and begin running them, A union alone cannot accomplish this© 
We must build a revolutionary party to lead the immediate and th‘<? 
final struggle of the workers to the dictatorship of the proletariat 
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? WILL AMERICA KEEP OUT OP WAR ? 


Not only is it impossible for the United States to etay out * 
but the capitalist U.S. government is the greatest driving force for 
a second imperialist worid war. 

Every capitalist country in order to exist must have a market 
for the disposal of its "surplus" products (those products which the 
unemployed workers need and can't buy)• Por the past 100 years, the 
world has been parcelled cut among the capitalist nations. 

? WHAT CAUSED THE WORLD WAR ? 

By 1914, England controlled over one-third of the world. Germ¬ 
any, a rising power, was striving to take some of the loot for her¬ 
self. Other capitalist nations needed colonies too, but the main 
rivalry was between Germany and England. Germany was defeated. 

The war gave the U.S. a huge market for industrial goods and 
capital. She used this to advantage and was able to become the mon¬ 
ey center for the Allies. 

? TOO CAME OUT ON TOP ? ' 

After the world war, the new giant, ijnerica, challenged British 
control on a world scale. The U.S. was able to slowly eliminate 
British influence in South America, fcr example. But American Impe¬ 
rialism must go on to organize the world in its interest. 

? IS THE U.S. REALLY NEUTRAL ? 

England is in the way. At every opportunity these rivals try 
to oust each other. A blow to one from any source, except the prol¬ 
etariat, is an aid to,the other. We found U.S. Imperialism applying 
the Neutrality Act in favor of Italy in the Ethiopian war because 
that was a blow at England. In China today, when Japanese Imperial¬ 
ism gobbles up British territory, U.S. Imperialism is "neutral" un¬ 
til an attempt is made to'touch ..the Standard Oil interests. This 
drive fcr the redivision of the earth, like the previous drives, 
must end in an armed struggle for hegemony. 

? HOW CAN WE STOP IT ? 

The working olass can only put a stop to this by overthrowing 
the bosses and establishing a workers council government. When war 
is declared we must work to turn it into a civil war against the im¬ 
perialists, for defeat ef the U.S. array even if it means temporary 
victory of the foreign imperialism. The main enemy is at homei 
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James’ history of the slave revolts in San Domingo is a monu¬ 
mental work of research ana analysis. Too long have the epical 
slave struggles gone untouched by serious writers. The analysis of 
pre-revolutionary colonial society is excellent : the complete corr¬ 
uption of the ruling class! the economy based on waste and ruin; the 
criss-crossing action and counter-action of the ruling sections; and 
beneath it all the deep, angry, silent mass of the slaves. 

The Drench Revolution fired Haiti as well; but while the “small 
whites" fought out their infantile squabbles and the “mulattoes"# 
sought a place within the ruling class, the slaves came into the 
picture. Ever so fearfully, one group and then another called the 
brooding masses into the struggle, first the free Cimmaroons of the 
mountains, then the slaves. The whirlwind was loosed. 


A force at first undecided, it destroyed planl.essly in the old 
Cimmaroon pattern, it. - swung to the White Cockade of royalism and to 
the Spanish"Crown in a hope of finding some solid basis. 'Bat'it was 
a virile and realistic force; it fought, it learned and it made up 
its mind. It found its basis in its own might, and it created lead¬ 
ers in profusion. With arms from Spain, ioussaint L’Ouverture drove 
out Spain; with supplies from England he defeated the British inter¬ 
vention, and with the ideas of revolutionary Prance he crushed the 
Drench planters. The first stage of the bourgeois revolution in 
Haiti cannot be equalled for brilliance. 


“ Stabi liza tion" Of Bourge o is Conques ts 
But it was necessary to stabilize the conquests in both Prance 


bourgeois 


and Haiti. The "stabilization" of.the 
is open and naked in its criminal horrors 
Left, the Directory dining on Robespierre, 


conauests m 


Robespierre eating the 
and Napoleon devouring 

Si/ Napoleon’s unprovoked assault on the'Haitian regime, his de¬ 
termination to reinstitute slavery, James deals with slashingly. 


But - and here J?*mes becomes weak — stabilization went on^in 
San Domingo as well. It was not merely.that foussaint seperaccd 
himself from the masses. He attempted to preserve the outworn_plan¬ 
tation system, with free labor instead of slave. As James himself 


remarks. the 


struggle 


gift 


;d generals, was 
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The plantation s;- 


'stem of commercial capitalism has no similari’* 


ihdun- 
At "best 


ty to the California fruit ranches of today* It- was- no more 
trialized agriculture than the share-cropping of uhe South. _ 
it was a relic of feudalism - a one-mule farm expanded to gigantic 
proportions, with all its contradictions _and wastes amplified. The 

■ * demanded division ox estates | the national re— 

Soussaint carried thru neither and 
and treacherous whites. 


democratic revolution 
volution demanded independence. 
fell slowly haclc upon the ‘'mulatto" grouping 


For this reason, he invited hack the- emigre plantation-owners. 
He cut the army off from the people,- lost support of many divisions. 
For Sis reason he introduced time work-contracts reducing- th^toil- 
er to virtual peonage. The war of intervention dragged on to a dis¬ 
heartening armistice and to Toussaint’s imprisonment and death. And 


1 a vouqqqmv • s generals sought compromise and peace under fTapoie- 
on the petty h"af headers ooStinued the struggle against the .plan¬ 
tation owners. But Sapoleon Brooked no compromise; his TstaBiliza- 
p nT .„ demanded the restoration of slavery. One By one, Belaxr and 
siSne, TssaUnas* Christo*, and Petion^were forced into opposx- 
tion and independence to preserve- themselves from chains. 

Whitev/ashes Na civ-6 

Here James leaves us somewhat abruptly.- He mentions United 
States and British intervention. But he also mentions in 
that the US Marines were "driven- out" in 1931 an d^ p ass-e-s over to- ap¬ 
plying the lessons of the revolution to Africa. _ A good idea, but. it 
is just as necessary to apply the lessons to Haiti. T ^ fL ti -~ 

ive bourgeoisie there today, administering the island for the natio¬ 
nal City Bank; Unites States imperialism shamelessly throws Haitian 
against Dominican to "divide and rule" thru blood. 

James* book opens a vast field for revolutionary writers. Ex¬ 
plorations of the U.S. slave revolts, of African movements must fol- 
?r at BTthe author is unfortunately tied to a political line vrtiioh 
restricts his action and disrupts ms analysis * excellent m 
handling of the overseas bourgeoisie he glorifies the native oourge- 
oSie hyperbolizes the "iSdependenoe- they gained ana fails to 
-oolnt’ the road ahead. This is the common fault of Trotsky with Car- 
denas, tL SSinSso Trotskyites with Chiang-Kai-Shek and the American 
Trotskvites in their ludicrous embrace oi Haile Selassie. It is to 
Be hopedlhat so gifted an analyst will find his way clear to Break 
with that line and develop the work in a clearer atmosphere. 

The book belongs on the table of everyone to whom the coloni¬ 
al question is of importance. It smashes the myths of "race war 
that hang about Haitian history; no- , more powerful answer to the ra¬ 
cial theorists could be advanced, than the giants of tne Haitian 
revolution counterposed to their whining, yapping oppressors. It^is 
unfortunate that it does not go further, for its road is one that 
must be explored to the end. 
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Hi€ 3rd Nevf’l Convention ft.W. U 


Tlie 3rd convention of the Revolutionary Workers. League endorsed 
the deep revisions made- by the j eadei’ship. The false position 
on the Soviet Union, presented in.the last year by the leader¬ 
ship, was endorsed., washing -out the Second Convention line. In 
contradiction to their vote for the 2nd Convention line, the 
convention endorsed the concepts that the main enemy are the 
Stalinists and not the bourgeoisie; that the Soviet Union is 
not the concretization of the October Revolution; and identifying 
the Soviet Union with Stalinism. We stated that in the Soviet 
Union, the bourgeois stratum has gained ever new strength, and 
new dominates the top bodies of maiv institutions, especially 
those furthest removed from the mass of workers* They are rapid¬ 
ly undermining the Soviet Union and making more breaches in the 
property relations. The Stalinists’ reformist line permitted 
their growth, how, however, the bourgeois stratum.is in a posi¬ 
tion to put the Stalinists on the spot and is forcing them out 
of the apparatus, in preparation for violent counter-revolution. 


On Workers Control of Production, 


, the convention has endorsed the 
concept that the main task facing the organization is the ’’strug¬ 
gle* for Workers Control of Production”* This is the political 
program to be presented to the' class; The Cleveland unemployed 
pamphlet carries this further by advocating the establishment of 
a national organization for Workers Control of Production, and 


for the seizure and operation today of all 
solution for unemployment under capitalism, 


idle factories as a 
The theoretical base 


is laid for this in the ’’Marxist", which on the one hand states 
that Workers Control of Production can be achieved only under a 
proletarian state, but washes this out by telling the workers tc 
seize and operate the means of production today. To.call for 
this action fahen there is no prerevolutionary situation, means 
to advocate "workers control of production" under capitalism. 

We counterposed the concept that Workers Control of Production 
is on the economic field a step toward state power. It can only 
be achieved and maintained under the leadership of a liarxio 
Party, We proposed a. line of action to link up the struggle c 
workers in the"key industries to our struggle for Workers Control 
of Production under a Workers Council Government. This the con¬ 
vention rejected out of hand. 


On the international question, it became cl 
had revised the organization’s previous pos 
American conflict. The original position: 
of the British Empire are dictated in the f 
struggle against the American Empire. And 
an alliance of England with Germany which a 
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That is why the British bourgeoisie day aft 
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ions to German imperialism which otherwise would be totally inoam- 
prehensible. 11 (4th Int'l, Nov-Dec '36, p. 3.) That position was 
abandoned at the very moment when it proved itself in life. Today 
they propose the doctrine that Germany is rising as a 3rd power, 
encroaching on both* Germany has not the economic power and 
international base to achieve this. Only Britain and U.3. can 
effectively struggle to reorganize the world. 

The convention culminated the split drive organized by the leader¬ 
ship against the opposition to these revisions. A political ans¬ 
wer being impossible, the minority was attacked and expelled on 
the grounds that it was a :, clique ! ' - the time-honored doctrine of 
those who cannot answer Marxian criticism. Under cover of this, 

3 members of the Central Committee and 3 comrades who have worked 
and fought in the ranks of the RWL since its inception were ex¬ 
pelled for refusing to give up their political positions. 

The presence of these comrades in the RWL with the right to present 
their political viewpoint within the framework of democratic cen¬ 
tralism would have kept open the possibility of correcting these 
revisions and preventing their extension. To effect this, we 
presented motions guaranteeing our political life in the organiza¬ 
tion; 1, Lifting of disciplinary action taken during the precon¬ 
vention discussion against the minority; no disciplinary action a- 
gainst the minority by the convention. The majority stated before- 
hand they would act against us and refused to vote.on this motion, 

2, Publication in the press of our political documents which had 
not been published up to the convention. Voted down out of hand. 

3. Reaffirmation of the Marxist position on minority rights in the 
press which the leadership had violated. This the convention coun- 
terposed to the RWL constitution and refused to vote. In effect, it 
said minority rights in the press v/ere unconstitutional. 


We voted to abide with a statement embodying our motions. The con¬ 
vention thereupon carried a motion to expel the minority. The re¬ 
visionist course of the convention was capped b • the hooligan 
course of tearing from our hands this statement; "By this action 
you extend organizationally your political revisions. You are re¬ 
moving the Marxist force which could prevent the extension of the 
revisions and correct your course. Wc call on all comrades to sol- 
idarizo themselves politically and organizationally with the minor¬ 
ity." 


The third convention dooms the 
us in carrying on the lino of 
throw of U,S. and world imperi 
tatorship of the proletariat, 
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To demonstrate our solidarity, strength and determinations 
To celebrate our victories: 

To learn from our defeats: 

To rededicate eurseive3 to the struggle for a socialist society: 
-—this is the purpose of May Day. 


Every month, every day proves again the inability of capitalism 
to solve its problems. Its existence has caused only misery, unem¬ 
ployment, fascism and war. Despite bourgeois terror and propaganda, 
despite the treachery of ; reformists, centrists and revisionists of 
all shades, the banner of Marxism still waves - altho decimated, the 
Marxist forces are still fighting for the working class. And mo- 
ther countries, even under the iron heel of fascism, the working 
class is forming its centers and preparing for tomorrow’s battles. 


The Soviet Union, under constant attack within and without, 
still stands - the Eirst Workers State. Altho greatly weakened by 
the pressure of world imperialism and the growing bourgeois stratum 
which has forced itself into top committees, and by the inroads on 
the state structure and property relations and the Stalinist treach¬ 
eries, the workers have not been decisively defeated. 


The imperialists are rushing towards war. Hitler, by virtue of 
the Munich "Peace" agreement with "democratic" Prance and England, 
expands toward the 'east, gobbling up Czechoslovakia and Kernel. 
Pranco extends his sway over all Spain, Italy openly enslaves Aloa- 
nia* The Anglo-Prench imperialists sacrifice their one-time allies 
for a bloc with Germany and Italy against the .Soviet Union and ag¬ 
ainst England's main rival - the United States. 


Every capitalist country is engaged in a tremendous arms race. 
And leading all the rest, the United States government appropriates 
the largest sums, prepares the biggest army and navy, against the 
day when it will try to reorganize the world for Wall Street# 

In the U.B. and elsewhere fascist groups are growing - built oy 
the imperialists to crush the working class. So far, the pressure oi 
the U.S.' workingclass has defeated their attempts to organ z P J 


To 


these attacks on the working class only Marxists have con- 











ducted a consistent opposition and pointed the; road ahead# The : de¬ 
mocratic" imperialists have, .proven to. the hilt their common interest 
with the fascist.imperialists. - The reformists and their tails, the 
centrists, show more clearly every ( day that their support of "democ¬ 
racy" means support of one set of imperialists against another* The 
Snanish working class, betrayed by its "leaders", and under the heel 
of Franco, shows the fate to which this line leads. 

In this country, the "support democracy" line takes the form of 
a "left wing" in the Democratic Party, or a Labor Party# Both will 
betray the workers as the Peoples Front did in Spain. Both mean 
support of the capitalist'system# May Day demonstrations for FDR s 
slogans or a Labor Party show only labor*s weakness. They show that 
the misleaders and labor skates have tied their followers to the war 
chariot of the "democratic" capitalists and split the workers ranks, 
In the trade unions, this line means capitulation before the govern¬ 
ment Labor Boards; in politics, support of Roosevelt’s war drive. 

Only the working class has shown itself able and ready to fight 
fascism* Only the workers can defeat imperialist war_plans and de¬ 
fend the Soviet Uhion from its enemies within and without# Work¬ 
ing class defeats have come from the class-collaboration line of the 
reformist and centrist leaders. Working class victory is inevitable 
with a Marxist ‘party and a Communist Fourth International# 

There is only one roa,d for the oppressed. Down with the system 
of war, hunger, fascism and oppression! Forward to a workers coun¬ 
cil government in the interests of the masses’ 


Turn The Imperialist War Into A Civil War! 

In Peace And War The Main Enemy Is At Home!_ 

Free Cuba, Puerto Rico, Philippines From U#S# Imperialism! 

Organize the Organized - For A United Labor Movement With In¬ 
dustrial Unions And A Class Struggle PolicyJ 
For Social, Economic, And Political Equality Of The Negro Masses! 

All War Funds To The Unemployed! 

For Adequate Cash And Work Relief! 

For Workers Defense Corps To Smash The Fascists! 

Defend the Soviet Union By Extending The October Revolution! 

For A Soviet China! 

For A Communist Fourth International! 

For A Workers Council Government In The United States! 

Join The Communist Workers Group of U.S.l 


1539 $F# Paulina Communist Workers Group Chicago, Ill. 
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